John Brown to Bob Dole: Movers and Shakers in Kansas History
Dean has assembled an all-star lineup to write the 26 biographies contained in the book. They are divided into five time spans, beginning with early European settlement of the territory (no American Indians are included). The authors include Nicole Etcheson, Jim Hoy, Burdett Loomis, Thomas D. Isern, Sally F. Griffith, Peter Fearon, Leo P. Ribuffo, and Craig Miner, along with the editor himself. Boiling down the thousands of possible subjects who could have been included to only 26 (27, to be precise, since one chapter is about a husband-wife team) was an unenviable task, making comprehensiveness impossible. Readers will no doubt think of people they would like to have seen in the book, but they will have to admit that the ones chosen for inclusion make up a broad range of interesting and significant characters who reflect a sense of the diversity of Kansas culture and the sweep of the state's history.
Many of the subjects could fit into several categories. The 10-to 12-page chapters are models of concision. While including basic biographical information about their subjects, including date and place of birth, education, and so forth, their real forte lies in the interpretive focus they all strive to achieve. Some essays, such as Marjorie Swann and William M. Tsutsui's on Curry, are strongly opinionated or one-sided, but most are balanced and judicious. That does not mean that they are dull or boring. Roger Grant's chapter on Fred Harvey's string of restaurants and hotels demonstrates why their creator was indeed "a remarkable entrepreneur." Bruce Kahler's piece on "Mother" Bickerdyke recreates the atmosphere in which thousands of men after the Civil War revered the contribution made by the angelic wartime nurse. M. H. Hoeflich relates the unique partnership that enabled the Haldeman-Julius husband-wife team to crank out 2,000 titles that sold more than 500 million copies during the mid-twentieth century.
I hesitate to single out any of the chapters, because they are uniformly well written. Those about some of the more obscure figures perhaps stand out most in my mind, because their stories are less familiar. The editor, the authors, and the publisher are to be commended for this fine collection, whose main contribution will be to whet readers' appetites for reading more deeply in Kansas biography. This diary by August Scherneckau, a young German immigrant from Grand Island, Nebraska, provides evocative descriptions of the transMississippi theater of the Civil War. Enlisting in the First Nebraska Volunteers in September 1862, Scherneckau spent much of the early part of his service in light duty in southeastern Missouri, particularly
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